
The Meaning of Jastram Grove 

Today’s Old Beechwold residents might wonder about Jastram Grove, a mini-park that sits just west of 

the rustic bridge. However, the meaning of the grassy area, sign, and newly-renovated stone bench is 

well-known to long-time residents. It honors the civic participation of the Jastram family, who once lived 

at 115 Royal Forest Blvd. 

Here are the Jastrams 

Philip – civic activist, patron of arts, educator in OSU’s physics department 

Frances – his assistant civic activist extraordinaire 

Carter and Mary – their children 

They lived here from 1965 until Phil died in 1992 and Frances in 2000. 

 

Phil making a presentation  

Civic Contributions 

Both Phil and Frances loved the fine arts. They were both supporters of the Columbus Opera and 

benefactors of Prestige Concerts, which morphed into the Columbus Chamber Music Society, and Phil 

served as its president. Both worked to save the Ohio Theater and Phil was a founding member of the 

Columbus Association for the Performing arts (CAPA). Phil was also active in settling musician strikes, 

and funding and bringing music to the schools. Phil sang with the Columbus Symphony (which both he 

and Frances supported), as well as the Harvard glee club and at the University of Michigan, where he 

and Frances met, singing.  



Frances and was a docent at COSI for many years and also worked with League of Women Voters in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

Phil was also active in Clintonville. He was a founder of the Clintonville Area Commission (CAC) and 

served as District 6 Representative for a number of years. He was a champion of the historic suburban 

character of Clintonville, and active on the Bethel connector opposition.  

Today, we can see evidence of his hand in Old Beechwold: the less obtrusive guardrails next to the rustic 

bridge, and regular trash cans rather than the giant ones. 

He also worked on handicapped access for schools. He described the braces he wore from a bout with 

polio as “not a handicap, just an inconvenience.”  

Personal characteristics 

His son Carter describes his father’s gift for getting people together to arrive at solutions. “He believed 

that you don’t have to wait for a group to work on something – you can get the ball rolling yourself. 

When you disagree with something, start asking questions about the other’s point of view and goals. 

Don’t get upset when you lose a battle.” 

“He was also farsighted financially and in other ways. He was aware of the future impact of today’s 

decisions and what we will leave for our children. “ 

“I think of him at home in his easy chair, working with files beside him.” 

Those who knew him appreciated his dry sense of humor and storytelling ability.  

Next time you pass Jastram Grove, think of the Jastrams and the others who extended themselves on 

behalf of the community. 


